May 18, 1989 LB 588

I just askthat we'd advancethis bill. Thank you.
S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PIRSCH: | will be brief, because I know we will want to
go on. | just want to reiterate that the district nom nation
and el ection by district will be nmore reasonable in cost, it
will be nmore representative for those people. Anpd| passed out
a map, which you nay have in your file, that the gantire county
will have better representation. And, quite frankly, I did
oppose Senator Chambers jn the city el ections, and he'll
remember that, but my constituents now |ike district eI ections
by city. They have a councilman that they can call on and ipat
will represent them |n the northwest area of the county, we
need that sane kind of representative that wecan call on.
There is no objectionby those people in ny district to
increasing the nunber, and, indeed, because of the large pumber
of population in Douglas County that is alnost inperative. ggome

have brought up the fact of the 21 counties at |arge, andl
point out to you that 17 of those have popul ati ons of

5,000
| ess. Dougl as County is the nost popul ous county in the state,

and requires district elections, and| hope you advance 588.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Labedz, followed by Senator Wthem

SENATOR LABEDZ: Just a brief remark, Senator Pirsch and Senator
Beck both said they believe it will be better representation.
Believe ne, when we do get this, and we probably will, this will
probably pass and Senator Chambers has won wi |l
teil you that when you want better represent atg 1on andJ you have a
problem in your area, in your district, andyou've only got one
vot e out of seven, that to me is not befter representation
because you' ve got six other comm ssioners that feel if they' re
going to have a landfill in Senator pijrsch or Senator Beck's
district, six county comm ssioners are going to vote yes to have
that |andfill there.  And vours, yes, will represent you, and
they will vote no. B_th | don't call that gOOd representation.
They...the other six will not be accountable to you In any way
p033|ble. I' ve seen it in the district elections, and you will
see it in the county board. \When you have a problem. yes, you
wi Il pick up the phone and your coun¥y comm ssioner will he nost
happy to talk to you and take your problemand do what Lo can
and do what is best for you and your district. gytthere are
si x other county commi ssioners that |l feel that this has
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